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Therein lies the security of German liberty ! It is an
absolute impossibility to compel a dynasty to an everlasting
parliamentarism, if it finds a support already prepared for
it in an oligarchy of princes. Since the histories of most
of the German States exhibit a long series of ' concessions *
(Oktroyirungeri), this melancholy truth is hardly likely now
to meet with any vigorous contradiction. And at the
present day is it possible for any one to follow with any
feeling of satisfaction the proceedings in the Chambers of
our smaller States ? That dissipation of noble energies
in the performance of tasks which could only be accom-
plished satisfactorily by a national legislature, or else in the
drafting of legislative proposals, all originating solely from
the petty ambition to possess institutions different from
those of neighbouring States ? Those military debates, in
which the statement upon which everything depends, the
statement ' Our State is powerless/ is on the tip of every
tongue, and yet is never openly expressed ? Those ex-
tremely personal conferences concerning the organisation
of the Civil Service, in which any one could point with
his finger to the individuals who are characterised under
the head of ' superfluous offices * ? Those debates on the
budget in which again no one dares to express a decisive
opinion, or to admit that ' the vast apparatus of a State-
constitution is superfluous in a country which can scarcely
claim to be a province' ? That thankless attempt to
remodel the two-Chamber system in States which do not
possess a ruling aristocracy ? And, in conclusion, what
magician will secure once again for the Chambers of the
small States that eager participation of the people which
is the necessary foundation of constitutional life ? How
warmly and enthusiastically the people participated in the
diets before the German Revolution; yet all that has
completely vanished since we have seen the German
Parliament. Baron von Blittersdorffl once described the

1 A minister of the Grand Duchy of Baden ;  prominent in 1847-48 as
an opponent of Liberalism.